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INTIER AUTOMOTIVE INC. et al. 



1 . The applicant is hereby notifted that this International Preliminary Exanriining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the International 
application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for 
communication to all the elected Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English trar^slation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those OfTices. 

4. REMAINDER 



The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national lees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) " 
(Article 39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the international Bureau with Form PCT/)a301). 

Where a translation of the International application must be furnished to an elected Office, thaf 'ti-anslation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the 
applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to Article 33(5), which provides that the criteria of novelty, inventive step 
and industrial applicability described in Article 33(2) to (4) merely serve the purposes of international 
preliminary examination and that "any Contracting State may apply additional or different criteria for the 
purposes of deciding whether, in that State, the claimed inventions is patentable or not" (see also Article 
27(5)). Such additional criteria may relate, for example, to exemptions from patentability, requirements. for 
enabling disclosure, clarity and support for the claims. 
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1 . This irttemotional preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and rs transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet 

IS This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the dascriptioni claims andibr drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and^br sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instnjctlons under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 2 eheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I B Basis of the opinion 
tl □ Priority 

III □ Non-estabiishment o1 opinion with regard to novelty. Inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV □ Lack of unity of Invention 

V El Reasoned statement under Rule e6.2(a](il) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appllcabiltty; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI □ Certain documents cited 

VI I □ Certain defects in the international application 

VIII □ Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 With redard to the elements of the International application (Replacement sheets have been ^^^^^^^^^ 
the receMng Office In response to an invitation under Article U are referred to in this report as ''onginally filed 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 



Description, Pages 
1-4 



as originally filed 



Claimsj Numbers 
1-10 • 



filed with telefax on 28.04.2004 



Drawings, Sheets 

1/3-3/3 I 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language In which the international application was filed, unless othenwlse indicated under this item. 

These Elements were available or furnished to this Authority In the following language; , which is; 

□ thei language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ ihel language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48,3(b)). 

□ the; language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andA)r 55.3]. 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the International application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ Th6 statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description. pages: 

□ the: claims, Nos.: 

□ th^ drawings. sheets: 



j 
I 

I 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under Hem 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 

6. Additlonbil obsen/ations, if necessary; 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty ^N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-3.5,7.8 



Inventivfe step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-5,7-9 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item Y 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industiiial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

L Prior Art 

I 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl : GB-A-2 345 301 (PRINCE CORP) 5 July 2000 (2000-07-05) 

2, >nc<ependgnt CiPim 1 

D1 disdoses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
"a headline r, comprising; 

a substrate (70) including a first surface, and opposite, second surface substantially 
parallel to said first surface forming a thickness of said substrate therebetween, said 
first surface having a plurality of impressions (72) formed therein along a plane of said 
first surface so as to create a corresponding number of projections (74) extending 
outwardly from said second surface (indentation', "jutting out'\ "fonn/ard extension" 
don't irjnply a shape); and 

a layer of material (60) attached to said projections (74) of said substrate (70), wherein 
said layer of material together with said projections form an I-beam structure that 
enhances the strength of said headliner (see figures 7 and 6)." 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not new (Article 33(2) POT), 

a, Pgpendgnt clgirn.s,2-to. 5 

Dependent claims 2 to 5 do not appear to contain any additional features which, in 
combination with the features of claim 1 to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty or inventive step. These claims appear to suggest only 
slight changes in the system of claim 1 which, having regard to the prior art (see D1). 
come within the scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in 
the art; especially as the advantages thus achieved can be readily contemplated in 
advance. Consequently, the subject matters of claims 2 to 5 appear to lack novelty or 
at least an inventive step. 



I 
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^ Jbependent claims 6 and-tQ 

The amended claims 6 and 10 introduce subject-matter which extends beyond the 
content of the application as tiled, contrary to Article 34(2)(b) POT. 

Ipcjgpepdent claim 7 

The ssime reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the 
indepeindent claim 7, which therefore is also not new. 

& J jependent c laims 8 and 9 

Dependent claims 8 and 9 do not appear to contain any additional features which, in 
combiftiation with the features of claim 7 to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PdT with respect to novelty or inventive step. These claims appear to suggest only 
slight changes in the system of claim 1 which, having regard to the prior art (see 01), 
come within the scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in 
the artj especially as the advantages thus achieved can be readily contemplated in 
advanpe. Consequently, the subject matters of claims 8 and 9 appear to lack novelty or 

at least an inventive step. 

I .. . • . 

L Conclusions 

Independent claims 1 and 7 are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in 
combination from the prior art being placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) PCT) and 
with the remaining features being included in the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(li) 
PCT). 

Contrairy to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT. the relevant background art 
disclosed in D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor Is this document identified 
therein. 

The reference signs of the features "first surface (11) having^./impressions'* and 
"projections extendingM.from... second surface (13)" do not comply with the signs in 
figures 1 to 3. 

According to the requirements of Rule 10.2 PCT, the terminology and the signs shall be 
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consistent throughout the application. This requirement is not met in view of the use of 
the expressions "first/second surface" and "front/bacK side". 
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. CtAlMS * 

What is claimed is: 

* 1. Aheadliner, coffiprising: 

a substrate (10) including a first surfiice (1 1), and an opposite, second 
surface (13) substantially parallel to said first surfiice (1 1) ibiming a thidoess of said 
subj^tratc (1 0) tberebotween, said gist surface (1 1) having a plurality of impressions 
(12| formed therein along a plane of said fii^t aurfaca (1 1) so as to create a * 
coxivsponding number of projections (14) extending outwardly from said second 
suriace (13) substantially perpendicular to said plane of said first surftce (1 1); and 



a layer of material (16) attached to saidpiojectioiis |[14) of said 



substrate* 



j wherein said layer of material^(16) togeiherwith aaidpiojections (14) fbnn an 

I*b^am structure that enhances the strength of said headliner. 

I * 

I 2. The headliner accordirxg to Claicn 1, wherein said substrate (10) and 
said layer of material (16) are comprised of polyethylene terephthalate (PET) 
mfljcrial. . . • 

I 3. Hie headliner according to Claim 1» vherein said substrate (10) and 
sai^ layer of material (16) are comprisecl of 100% recyclable material 

4. The headliner according to Claiih 1, wherein said irapressians (12) and 
Cor esponding projections (14) are arranged so as to have a maximum number per unit 
of substrate (10). 



are; 



08: 



5. The headliner according to Claim I, further comprising a face fabric 
anached to said layer of material (16). 



6, The interior trim panel according to Claim I , ^vhe^ein said plurality of 
impressions (12) and conesponding projections (14) form a two-dimensional array. 

7. A method of manufacturing a headliner, comprising the steps of: 
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compressing both sides of a substiate (1 0) so as to form a &rst surface 
■ (1 1 j, and an opposite, second surface (13) substantially parallel to sud first surface 
(1 1^ fbnning a thickness of said substrate (10) therebetween, said first surface (1 1) 
having a plurality of impressions (12) formed therein along'a plane of said first 

i 

surface (U) so as to creaia a corresponding number of projections (14) extending 
outwardly firom said second surface (13) substantially peipendicular to said plane of 
sai4 first surface (1 1 ); and 

. fUtaehiiig a layer of material (16) to liid projections (14) of the substrate * 
(10), /' 

j whereby the layer of material (16) logothor with the projections (14) form an 
I-bc}am structure that enhances the strength of the headKner. 

: 8. The method of Claim 7, further comprising the step of attaching a face 
fhbiiic (18) to the layer of material (16). 

9. The method of Clafan 7, farOier comprising the step of ananging the 

plurality of impres^ons (12) and corresponding projections (14) so as to have a 

ma;^imijm number per tmit area of substrate (10). 

I . • ^ 

I * ' ' 

10. The method of Claim 7. wherein the plurality of impressiona (12) and 

coniesponding projections (14) form a two-dimensional array. 

I , . 

i 

. i 



I 

I 

i 
I 

] 



• ! 
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